Annual Shareholders’ Meeting of Continental Aktiengesellschaft
on April 29, 2021*
Virtual Annual Shareholders’ Meeting without the physical presence of the
shareholders or their proxies (with the exception of the proxy holders appointed by
the Company)

Dear Shareholder, 1
In the following, we are pleased to provide you with some organizational information
regarding the virtual Annual Shareholders’ Meeting of Continental AG and on
exercising your shareholder rights.
Based on the Act Concerning Measures Under the Law of Companies, Cooperative
Societies, Associations, Foundations and Commonhold Property to Combat the Effects
of the COVID-19 Pandemic, which was extended in terms of validity until December
31, 2021, by the Law for the Extension of Measures in Law of Companies, Cooperative
Societies, Associations and Foundations for combating the effects of the COVID-19
pandemic and was modified by the Law on the Further Shortening of the Residual Debt
Discharge Procedure and for the Adjustment of Pandemic-related Provisions in the law
of Companies, Cooperative societies, Associations and Foundations, as well as in
Tenancy and Leasing Law (hereinafter “COVID-19 Act”, the Executive Board of
Continental AG, with the approval of the Supervisory Board, has decided to hold this
year's Annual Shareholders’ Meeting as a virtual meeting without the physical
presence of the shareholders or their proxies (with the exception of the proxy holders
appointed by the Company).

I.

Registration for the virtual Annual Shareholders’ Meeting; requirements
for exercising shareholder rights, in particular voting rights

The only persons entitled to exercise shareholder rights, in particular voting rights are
those who hold one or more shares in the Company at the beginning of the 21st day
before the Annual Shareholders’ Meeting, i.e. on April 8, 2021, 00:00h (CEST)
(“Record Date”) who have registered for the Annual Shareholders’ Meeting in time,
and who have submitted proof of their right to exercise voting rights (hereinafter


Convenience translation.
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“properly registered shareholders”). Either a special proof of share ownership
issued by the custodian institution in text format (“Textform,” Section 126b of the
German Civil Code (BGB)) in accordance with the Articles of Association of Continental
Aktiengesellschaft is sufficient proof of entitlement, or proof in text format pursuant to
Section 123 (4) sentence 1 AktG in conjunction with Section 67c (3) AktG in
accordance with the requirements of Article 5 of Implementing Regulation (EU)
2018/1212. Proof of share ownership must refer to the Record Date in each case. The
proof of ownership must be in German or English.
Therefore, shareholders who only acquire their shares after the Record Date may not
exercise voting rights. Shareholders who hold shares on the Record Date and sell them
after the Record Date but before the Annual Shareholders’ Meeting are, in relation to
the Company, nevertheless entitled to exercise their right to vote, provided that they
have registered and submitted the proof of share ownership in due time. The Record
Date has no effect on the ability to dispose of the shares and has no significance for
the entitlement to dividends.
The registration and proof of ownership must be received by the Company at the venue
and the address indicated below by no later than April 22, 2021, midnight (24:00h)
(CEST):
Continental Aktiengesellschaft
c/o Computershare Operations Center
80249 Munich
Germany
Fax: +49 (0)89 30903-74675
E-mail: anmeldestelle@computershare.de
Upon due receipt of the registration and the proof of share ownership, shareholders
will be sent a registration confirmation for the Annual Shareholders’ Meeting. We
request that shareholders ensure that proof of share ownership is dispatched to the
Company as early as possible in order to ensure punctual receipt of the registration
confirmation.
1. Registration for the Annual Shareholders’ Meeting
Registration for the Annual Shareholders’ Meeting does not require a special form.
Both the receipt of a request for a registration confirmation and the submission of the
proof of shareholding to the above-mentioned address by the shareholder or any proxy
agent of the shareholder (e.g. a depositary) will be recognized as registration for the
Annual Shareholders’ Meeting.
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2. Proof of share ownership
Either special proof issued by the custodian institution in written form (“Textform”,
Section 126b of the German Civil Code (BGB)) shall suffice as proof of share
ownership in accordance with the Articles of Association of Continental
Aktiengesellschaft, or proof in text format pursuant to Section 123 (4) sentence 1 AktG
in conjunction with Section 67c (3) AktG in accordance with the requirements of Article
5 of Implementing Regulation (EU) 2018/1212.
The proof of share ownership must relate to the Record Date April 8, 2021, at
midnight (00:00h). The proof of ownership must be in German or English.

II.

Functions of the registration confirmation

The registration confirmation sent to the shareholders after registration and receipt of
proof of share ownership, allows them to
- exercise their voting rights by mail, by fax or by e-mail, or electronically via the
online service (hereinafter “InvestorPortal”) through absentee voting, or
- issue a proxy to a third party or grant authorization and issue instructions to the
proxy holder appointed by the Company.
We kindly ask all shareholders to note the following information so as to ensure that
the Annual Shareholders’ Meeting proceeds smoothly and voting rights are exercised
properly:

III.

Initial registration with the InvestorPortal

Shareholders may use the online service (“InvestorPortal”) for exercising their
shareholder rights, in particular for electronic absentee voting or for electronically
issuing their authorization and instructions to the proxy holders appointed by the
Company. All shareholders can access the InvestorPortal via the Company’s website
at www.continental-ir.com via the “Annual Shareholders’ Meeting” link. This will be
available for use from April 8, 2021.
We kindly ask properly registered shareholders to first enter their five-digit
“Registration confirmation no.” („Anmeldebestätigung Nr.“) and then to click NEXT. In
the next step, the online access code, which is also provided on the registration
confirmation, must be entered under “Online access code” (“Internet-Zugangscode”)
before clicking on REGISTER. All shareholders are requested to enter the required
information in the relevant fields exactly as it is shown on the registration confirmation.

-4-

Following this, they are required to confirm that they have read our legal notes as well
as the disclaimer
Shareholders can then select whether they wish to issue authorization/instructions to
the proxy holders appointed by the Company or cast votes by absentee voting. For
this purpose, either the “Issue authorization and instructions to the proxy holders of
the Company” item or the “Cast votes by absentee voting” item must be marked as
appropriate.
In the next step, the authorization and instructions can be issued and votes cast. Here,
shareholders have the option of either issuing instructions/voting to adopt all
resolutions as proposed by management or issuing instructions/voting separately for
each individual proposed resolution listed (if issuing instructions/voting separately,
they can click on YES, NO, or ABSTAIN as appropriate). Once they have issued all
their instructions/cast all their votes, shareholders should click on CONFIRM.
A confirmation of the absentee vote/authorization and instructions will then appear.
Afterwards, shareholders can PRINT CONFIRMATION, CHANGE DATA, CANCEL, or
LOG OFF the system.

IV.

Absentee voting, issuing a proxy to a third-party or granting authorization
and issuing instructions to the proxies appointed by the Company

All properly registered shareholders can vote through absentee voting in advance of
as well as during the Annual Shareholders’ Meeting (see item IV. 1) issue a proxy to a
third party (see item IV. 2) or authorize the employees of the Company – Ms. Franziska
Meyer and Mr. Thomas Roehrich – appointed by the Company as proxy holders to
exercise their voting rights on their behalf (see item IV 3 below). In all cases, timely
registration and submission of proof of share ownership in accordance with the
information set out above are required.
1. Absentee voting
a. Absentee voting by mail, fax, or e-mail
Prior to the Annual General Meeting, votes may be sent, at the option of the
shareholder, to the Company by mail, fax, or e-mail. For this purpose, the shareholders
may use the form that will be sent to them together with the registration confirmation
after proper registration. Absentee votes by mail, fax or e-mail must be received at the
address indicated below by no later than the end of April 28, 2021, at midnight
(MESZ), (24:00h):
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Continental Aktiengesellschaft
c/o Computershare Operations Center
80249 Munich, Germany
Fax: +49 (0)89 30903-74675
E-mail: Continental-HV2021@computershare.de
The same applies to changes to, or the revocation of, absentee votes submitted this
way.
b. Absentee voting using the InvestorPortal
Up to the day of the Annual General Meeting and during the meeting, votes can also
be submitted using the InvestorPortal. Properly registered shareholders will receive
the access details for the InvestorPortal together with the registration confirmation.
Casting votes using the InvestorPortal is possible up to the time when the chairman
announces that voting on the agenda items is closed. We kindly ask all
shareholders to note that absentee votes can be cast using the InvestorPortal – before
or during the Annual Shareholders’ Meeting – only on the resolutions and motions in
respect of which proposed resolutions were published together with this notice or
subsequently by the Executive Board and/or Supervisory Board pursuant to Section
124 (3) AktG or in respect of which motions were submitted by shareholders pursuant
to Section 124 (1) AktG.
2. Granting proxy to a third party
When neither an intermediary (e.g. a financial institution) nor one of the equivalent
persons or institutions pursuant to Section 135 (8) AktG (e.g. a shareholder
association), but another third party is authorized, the proxy must be issued in written
form (“Textform”, Section 126 b BGB) to the Company or directly to the proxy holder.
For this purpose, the shareholders are kindly requested to use the authorization form
that all properly registered shareholders receive with the registration confirmation for
the Annual Shareholders’ Meeting.
In order to submit the proof of authorization by mail, fax, or e-mail, shareholders are
requested to use the address stated in item IV. 1. a. above. The same applies to
issuing proxy via a declaration to the Company; a separate proof of authorization is not
needed in this case.
Votes submitted by proxy holders may be sent, at the option of the shareholder, to the
Company by mail, fax, or e-mail. For this purpose, the proxy holders may use the form
that will be sent to the properly registered shareholders together with the registration
confirmation for the Annual Shareholders’ Meeting. Absentee votes submitted by the
proxy holders by mail, fax or e-mail must also be received at the address stated in item
IV. 1. a. above by no later than April 28, 2021, midnight (24:00h) (CEST).
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Votes may also be submitted by proxy holders via the InvestorPortal. This requires that
the proxy holder receives the access details sent to the person granting the proxy upon
registration from that person in time. Please also refer to the information contained in
item IV. 1. b.
3. Power of attorney and instructions to proxies named by the Company
The proxy holders appointed by the Company will exercise the shareholders’ voting
rights strictly in line with the instructions given to them by the shareholders. We ask all
shareholders to please note that authorization and instructions can be issued to proxy
holders appointed by the Company – including by using the InvestorPortal before or
during the Annual Shareholders’ Meeting – only for the resolutions and motions in
respect of which proposed resolutions were published together with this notice or
subsequently by the Executive Board and/or Supervisory Board pursuant to
Section 124 (3) AktG or in respect of which motions were submitted by shareholders
pursuant to Section 124 (1) AktG.
a. Issuing authorization and instructions by mail, by fax, or by e-mail
We kindly ask the shareholders to use the authorization and instruction forms sent
together with the registration confirmations to issue authorization and instructions to
the proxy holders appointed by the Company. The completed and signed form must
be sent by mail, fax, or e-mail – early enough to reach us by no later than the end of
April 28, 2021, midnight (24:00h) (CEST) – at the address indicated under item IV. 1.
a. above.
b. Issuing authorization and instructions electronically using the
InvestorPortal
All shareholders can also issue an authorization and instructions to the proxy holders
appointed by the Company by using the InvestorPortal. Shareholders using the
InvestorPortal should issue authorizations and instructions as early as possible, but
they must have been issued by no later than at the time when the chairman
announces that voting on the agenda items is closed.
4. Revoking/changing authorization and instructions issued or votes cast
using the InvestorPortal
Using the InvestorPortal, shareholders can revoke authorization they have granted,
change instructions they have issued, and change votes they have cast. You can
access the InvestorPortal again by logging on again. Any revocation or modifications
must also have been issued by no later than the at the time when the chairman has
announced that voting on the agenda items is closed.

-7-

5. Shareholder hotline
In the event of technical questions regarding the InvestorPortal, the staff of our Annual
Shareholders’ Meeting service provider will be available before and during the Annual
Shareholders’ Meeting under the following telephone number:
Shareholder hotline: +49 (0)89 30903-6324
The shareholder hotline is available from Monday through Friday from 9:00 a.m. to
5:00 p.m. and from 8:00 a.m. on the day of the Annual Shareholders’ Meeting, April
29, 2021.
In the event of technical questions before the start of the virtual Annual Shareholders’
Meeting, shareholders can also contact our Annual Shareholders’ Meeting service
provider at the e-mail address anmeldestelle@computershare.de.

V.

Motions or nominations by shareholders pursuant to Sections 126 and
127 AktG

Shareholders are entitled to submit countermotions to a proposal by the Executive
Board and/or Supervisory Board regarding a specific agenda item (Section 126 AktG)
and nominations for the election of auditors (Section 127 AktG). Countermotions and
nominations that are to be made available on the Company’s website must be sent to
the following address only:
Continental Aktiengesellschaft
Abteilung Hauptversammlung
Vahrenwalder Straße 9
30165 Hanover
Germany
E-mail: hv@conti.de

Countermotions or nominations by shareholders that are to be made available will be
published online immediately upon receipt at www.continental-ir.com under the link
“Annual Shareholders’ Meeting”, provided that we receive them at the above address
by no later than the end of April 14, 2021. Motions sent to other addresses will not be
considered. We will publish any management responses at the same Internet address.
The Company may refuse to make a countermotion or nomination and its supporting
statements available if one of the exceptions enumerated under Section 126 (2) AktG
applies, for instance if the countermotion would lead to a resolution of the Annual
Shareholders’ Meeting that violates the law or the Articles of Association. Supporting
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statements to a countermotion do not need to be made available if the statements
contain more than 5,000 characters in total.
Additionally, a nomination under Section 127 AktG does not need to be made available
if the nomination does not include the name, occupation held and place of domicile of
the candidate proposed to be elected as auditor.
Countermotions and nominations that are to be made accessible in accordance with
Section 126 AktG or Section 127 AktG are, pursuant to Section 1 (2) sentence 3 of the
COVID-19 Act, deemed to have been submitted to the Annual Shareholders’ Meeting
if the shareholder submitting the countermotion or the nomination is properly
authenticated and is registered for the Annual Shareholders’ Meeting. This does not
affect the right of the meeting chair to first put the management proposals to a vote.

VI.

Submission of video messages for publication via the Investor Portal

In order to enable shareholders or their proxies to personally express their opinions on
the agenda, the Executive Board has, with the approval of the Supervisory Board,
decided to go beyond the statutory requirements and to accept video messages for
publication on the InvestorPortal. Shareholders who are properly registered for the
Annual Shareholders’ Meeting have the option of submitting an opinion in the form of
a video message via the Investor Portal up to one day in advance of the Annual
Shareholders’ Meeting, i.e. by no later than the end of the day on April 27, 2021,
midnight (24:00h) (CEST). The InvestorPortal is accessible at www.continental-ir.com
under the link “Annual Shareholders’ Meeting.”
The video messages shall not be longer than 3 minutes, shall only show the
shareholder or its proxy, shall be composed in German and must be in relation to the
agenda. In addition, multiple video messages per shareholder are not permitted, as
well as video messages with misleading, advertising, false, discriminating, offensive or
illegal content.
The intention is to publish these video messages on the InvestorPortal in advance of
the Annual Shareholders’ Meeting. There is no entitlement to publication. The
Company reserves the right not to publish video contributions that are not in line with
the aforementioned criteria on the InvestorPortal, or to delete them again. The video
messages that have been submitted and published in the InvestorPortal can be viewed
by all shareholders and their proxies. By transmitting the video, the shareholder or its
proxy agrees to its publication together with his/her name. This consent – concerning
the publication of the video message and/or publication of the name – can be
withdrawn by the respective shareholder at any time which will result in deleting the
video message. The withdrawal of consent shall not affect the legality of the processing
that took place based on the consent in place up to the time it was withdrawn.
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Questions and motions must be submitted exclusively via the specifically intended
channel. Questions and motions that are only contained in one video message and
that were not submitted via the specifically intended channel will not be answered or
taken into consideration.
Further information and the terms of use, including on the transmission to the
Company and legal questions (granting of rights, data protection), are available in the
InvestorPortal.

VII.

Legal remarks / disclaimer

1. Authorizations issued to the proxies named by the Company and
absentee voting
If shareholders have cast votes through absentee voting or issued an authorization
and instructions to the proxy holders appointed by the Company via different
communication media, we will deem the votes/authorization and instructions with the
most recent issue date binding, regardless of the time at which they were received.
If we receive deviating votes or instructions by different communication media and
cannot determine the most recent, we will recognize the submission in the following
order:
1. via InvestorPortal, 2. by e-mail, 3. by fax and 4. by mail.
The proxies appointed by the Company will not be able to represent shareholders at
the Annual Shareholders’ Meeting if the shareholders in question grant them
authorization without issuing them voting instructions. We kindly ask all shareholders
to issue instructions by checking the appropriate boxes.
Should we receive from the same shareholder both a vote cast through absentee
voting as well as an authorization and instructions for the proxy holders appointed by
the Company, we will deem the vote cast through absentee voting to be binding.
2. Technical notes and notes regarding availability of transmission and the
InvestorPortal; disclaimer
To attend the virtual Annual Shareholders’ Meeting, to use the InvestorPortal and to
exercise shareholder rights, shareholders need an internet connection and an internetcapable device. A stable internet connection with a sufficient transmission rate is
recommended to stream the audio-visual transmission of the Annual Shareholders’
Meeting in an ideal manner. It is further recommended to use an up-to-date browser
as well as speakers or headphones to receive the audio-visual transmission in an ideal
manner.

- 10 -

According to the present state of the art, video and audio transmission of the virtual
Annual Shareholders’ Meeting and availability of the InvestorPortal may be subject to
fluctuations owing to restricted availability of the telecommunications network and
restricted Internet services on the part of third party providers, upon which the
Company has no influence. The Company cannot therefore provide any guarantee or
accept any liability for the functionality or seamless availability of the online services
employed, for third party network elements used, for video and audio transmission or
for access to the InvestorPortal and its general availability. Neither does the Company
accept any responsibility for faults and defects in the hardware or software employed
for the online service, including those used by service providers, except in the event
of malicious intent. For this reason, the Company recommends making use of the
above-mentioned options for exercising shareholder rights, particularly voting rights,
in good time. Should compelling data-protection or security considerations so require,
the chairman of the Annual Shareholders’ Meeting retains the right to interrupt or
completely cancel the Annual Shareholders’ Meeting.
3. Receipt of a voting confirmation pursuant to Section 118 (1) sentences 3
to 5, (2) sentence 2 AktG and proof of the vote count pursuant to Section
129 (5) AktG
In accordance with Section 118 (1) sentence 3, (2) sentence 2 AktG, when a voting
right is exercised electronically, receipt of the electronically cast vote must be
confirmed electronically to the voter by the Company in accordance with the
requirements pursuant to Article 7 (1) and Article 9 (5) subparagraph 1 of Implementing
Regulation (EU) 2018/1212. If the confirmation is issued to an intermediary, this
intermediary must, in accordance with Section 118 (1) sentence 4 AktG, immediately
transmit the confirmation to the shareholder.
Shareholders and their proxies can access and print out the confirmation of their vote
in the InvestorPortal immediately after their exercise.
Furthermore, the shareholder or its proxy may, in accordance with Section 129 (5)
sentence 1 AktG, request within one month after the date of the Annual Shareholders’
Meeting that the Company provide confirmation of whether and how his/her vote was
counted. The Company must provide the confirmation pursuant to the requirements in
Article 7 (2) and Article 9 (5) subparagraph 2 of Implementing Regulation (EU)
2018/1212. If the confirmation is issued to an intermediary, this intermediary must, in
accordance with Section 129 (5) sentence 3 AktG, immediately transmit the
confirmation to the shareholder.
Even without a request by the shareholders or their proxies, the company will provide
for each stock of shares that participated in the vote, a proof of vote for download via
the InvestorPortal. Further, shareholders or their proxies may address requests within
the aforementioned time period to
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Continental Aktiengesellschaft
Abteilung Hauptversammlung
Vahrenwalder Straße 9
30165 Hannover
Deutschland
E-Mail: hv@conti.de
4. Notes regarding data protection
When shareholders and/or their proxies register for the Annual Shareholders’ Meeting,
authorize a proxy to exercise voting rights, exercise their shareholder rights, or use the
InvestorPortal, the Company processes personal data relating to the shareholder and
or his/her proxy (e.g. first and last name, address, e-mail address, number of shares,
type of shareholding and personal access details for use of the InvestorPortal). This
processing takes place in order to enable shareholders and their proxies access to the
InvestorPortal and exercise their rights in connection with the virtual Annual
Shareholders’ Meeting.
The entity responsible for processing is:
Continental AG
Vahrenwalder Str. 9
30165 Hanover
Germany
E-mail: dataprotection@conti.de

Insofar as the Company appoints service providers to carry out the virtual Annual
Shareholders’ Meeting, these process the shareholders’ personal data exclusively on
behalf of the Company and are also bound by confidentiality.
Providing the legal requirements are met, each data subject has the right to be
informed, to rectification, to restrict processing, to erasure and, where applicable to
object to processing with regard to his or her personal data, as well as the right to data
transmission and of complaint to the data protection authority at all times.
Further information on the processing of personal data and on the shareholder rights
pursuant to the General Data Protection Regulation can be viewed at all times at
www.continental-ir.com under the “General Shareholders” Meeting” link or can be
requested from the following address: Continental AG, Vahrenwalder Str. 9, 30165
Hanover, Germany e-mail: hv@conti.de.

Hanover, March 2021
Continental Aktiengesellschaft

