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On the occasion of the 150th anniversary, we will show you the essence of our mission for greater mobility:

Embark on a journey through the eventful history of the company since its founding in 1871

with fascinating motifs and experience the development of Continental into an international technology company.
Behind every individual image there is a special story, which you can discover here:

From enthusiastic Continental staff members at work and surprising product launches at the end of the 19th century,

to the spectacular world records and technologies for a sustainable and mobile future.
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From Hanover into the World, for 150 Years

Since its foundation in 1871, the Continental corporate headquarters have been a
prominent feature of the Hanover cityscape.

To provide sufficient space for the company’s rapidly growing workforce,

the first administrative building was constructed on Vahrenwalder Strasse in 1913.
The new corporate headquarters also have a strong architectural impact and blend
in well with the cosmopolitan trade fair city.

The architectural concept emphasizes the connections between buildings,
symbolizing the idea of communication and cooperation.

In line with this open and connected office design, agile and flexible cooperation is
promoted within teams and across departmental boundaries.
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Continental’s Heart Beat for Mobility Then as it Does Today

As a pioneer in its industry, Continental began producing pneumatic tires for bicycles in 1892. This new type
of tire made it safe and comfortable to ride across paving stones - like the ones laid all around the
Vahrenwald plant in 1899, for example.

Today, Continental is paving the way toward sustainable mobility for the future. With its CUbE test vehicle
(short for Continental Urban Mobility Experience), the company is laying the foundations for future
technologies with the purpose of testing driverless mobility worldwide.

This app-controlled autonomous vehicle is being used to research passenger transport in Japan, China,
Singapore and the U.S.A. The aim is to reduce urban traffic jams, accidents, air pollution and parking space
shortages, thereby reducing the burden on cities despite rising population figures.
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(R)evolution in the Cockpit

In the early 1960s, the equipment of cars was still very minimalist. Accordingly, the driver could operate
only a few functions via the dashboard: there was no air-conditioning system, navigation system or seat
heating. With the integration of the control elements in the cockpit, however, the development of the
modern cockpit is still far from over.

Thanks to Continental’s Integrated Interior Platform, drivers can project important traffic information
directly onto their windshield and dashboard, while the passenger can enjoy watching a movie. It is also
possible to listen to music - without loudspeakers - thanks to the Ac2ated Sound System.
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Connected Continental - Communication with a Finger on the Pulse

In 1921, staff in Vahrenwald ensured secure communication within the Continental buildings by using
telegraph devices and pneumatic post tubes.

Today, Continental is connecting cars with the aid of V2X technology (vehicle-to-everything technology) via
a 4G and 5G network to ensure greater safety and efficiency on the roads.

The real-time transmission of changes in traffic flows can prevent accidents, for instance. Coordinated

vehicle processes also result in reduced fuel consumption and therefore in the conservation of resources.
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Focus at Continental on High-quality Products

Back in 1920, the staff at Continental were already meticulously testing the elasticity and suppleness of car
hoses. A particularly high tear strength was the decisive criterion for determining the quality standard for
rubber. To check these properties, a vehicle weighing 1,275 kg was lifted into the air by a crane - attached to
a Continental hose.

During this test, the hose expanded to 8.6 times its length before returning to its original size. If it did so
successfully, it was deemed to have passed.

Even today, a high quality standard is essential in ensuring that the products are safer, work more efficiently
and processes are more sustainable.

It is not only car hoses that need be tested on a regular basis, but also electronic products such as body
control units, which currently count among the most high-performance vehicle computers.
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Automation - Continental Takes the Next Step Toward Industry 4.0

In the mid-1920s, Continental employed around 14,500 people. Precise manual work was required in many
areas of production, such as the manufacture of conveyor belts.

At the Vahrenwald plant, many production steps were carried out by people rather than machines. Although
production chains have undergone fundamental change over the course of time, employees continue to play

a crucial role in the company's success.

Numerous systems at Continental are how automated, but people are still needed to monitor these
processes. The tire manufacturer also continues to relies on manual work to a certain extent.

Racing bike tires, for example, are still produced by hand.

_"..—l-"l
—

——
= -

!
i

1950F AR, HFELTRIBOTHH LB IV FRXUIIINDOFHED TR LE L. S TOES
R (3 MR CEAT IR EDEE L EERAORRCTHERNZIIa s —>a > OER(C
BEBULTVWELE.

150FDEED RO TREERCLIZDRB. CONFEEABDELNIEA MEERS TELFR
MeBETIAZAZ 7 —2avE&{T>TVET. AV FRUIIIORER BRERDTIYILTV/05 —%
BARTA—T VD=V RT =23 T B CENBEAZEBRLTVET.

Mobile Everywhere - From the Office to the Road

In the early 1950s, Continental built a highly modern building for its day to house its new corporate
headquarters on Kénigsworther Platz. The telephone switchboard at the headquarters made it possible to
communicate as quickly and efficiently as possible with customers and within the expanding company
throughout the entire world.

Since its foundation 150 years ago, this is the area in which the company has probably changed the most:
communication takes place at many different levels today. Continental staff work in a mobile and agile
manner - at open work stations equipped with state-of-the-art digital technology.
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Continental Keeps the Tires Turning

Not all tires are the same. Whereas all bicycle and car tires were made by hand at the plant on
Vahrenwalder Strasse in the early 20th century, today Continental tires are produced in 16 countries.

Unlike then, production now takes place exclusively using (semi-)automated processes. The smallest
and biggest tires in the portfolio are all produced in this way. With an overall diameter of just 105 mm, the
MH 20 tire for forklifts, for example, is by far the smallest tire in the overall range.In contrast, the largest
tire, dubbed the Continental DumperMaster and with an overall diameter of 206 cm, is used every day
on loaders and mining vehicles.
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Agriculture Transformed - When Humans and Machines Work Hand-in-Hand

Continental has been developing products for agriculture for more than 80 years.

When the first agricultural tractors with pneumatic tires rolled onto the fields in the mid-1920s, Continental
was at the forefront. In addition to tractor tires, the company produced steep-angle conveyor belts. Even
today, products and solutions for conveyor technology are an important part of the Continental portfolio.
Harvesting an acre of wheat back then kept four men busy for around a week. These days, a modern combine
harvester does the job in half an hour. Many run on tires from Continental and are equipped with toothed and
V-belts as well as transfer belts from ContiTech.

To make the work processes in the fields even more efficient and sustainable, Continental also develops
intelligent solutions for smart farming - from drones through to robotic systems.
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Tennis Balls and Football Stadiums

In the late 19th century, Continental not only manufactured pneumatic
tires for bicycles and cars, it also produced other consumer goods
made of soft rubber. Tennis balls, for instance, were produced at the
Vahrenwald plant, where 20 people made 100 tennis balls by hand in
one day. Only later did Continental gradually add the first industrial
products to its portfolio. The company has maintained its product
diversity to this day. Continental equips some of the largest and most
important stadiums in the world with its coatings and upholstery. In
the Hard Rock Stadium in Miami, for example, seats remain at a
pleasant temperature despite long days of relentless sun, thanks to the

special ‘cool colors’ technology.
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Continental Is also Driving the Future in Motor Racing

Continental conquers motor racing: In the mid-1950s, Continental not
only provided tires for a variety of racing cars, but was also regarded as
a motor racing promoter. In 1955, this was demonstrated among other
things by a prominent billboard at the ADAC car race in the Eifel region.
Continental has remained faithful to motor racing over the years. Today,
the company sponsors the “Extreme E” off-road electric car racing
series. The name says it all: These races are held at worldwide locations
with particularly challenging conditions - in jungles, in deserts, at Arctic
temperatures, at extreme altitudes or on the narrowest of island roads.
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Flying High with Continental, for 150 Years

In 1900, Continental delivered the balloon material for sealing the gas
cells of the first German airship, the Zeppelin LZ 1. Today, Continental is
also using its knowledge of tire technology to drive forward other
industrial sectors. In cooperation with sporting goods manufacturer
adidas, for example, the company has developed a shoe sole with an
extremely strong grip. Thanks to the special rubber compound on his

soles, Johannes Rydzek secured a victory in an uphill ski-jump race in
2017. He climbed the required 50 meters up the ski jump in Oberstdorf
in under 28 seconds - despite a constant gradient of 37 degrees.
A world record!
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facebook : @ContinentalJP

Travel through the history of Continental with a digital marble!
LinkedIn : @Continental
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https://marble-adventure.continental.com/
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