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Lousado Plant Celebrates the Production of the 450 

Millionth Tire 
• European Continental tire plant reaches milestone after 35 years of operations 

• More than 2,800 employees and an annual production capacity of 19.5 million PLT tires 

• 450 millionth tire is a 22” UHP original equipping tire for Mercedes-Benz  

Lousado, Portugal, February 20, 2026 – The Lousado tire plant has once again reached a historic 

milestone: the production of its 450 millionth tire. This accomplishment highlights the plant’s long-

standing expertise as well as its strategic role within Continental’s global manufacturing network.  

“This milestone reflects years of expertise, continuous improvement, and the daily dedication of our 

teams”, said François Gérard, head of Manufacturing PLT EMEA. “I sincerely thank and 

congratulate the entire Lousado team for this outstanding achievement. Their commitment, 

precision, and team spirit make a real difference: For our customers, for our performance, and for 

the future of our business.” 

To commemorate a significant production milestone, visitors and plant management were invited to 

sign the special tire at its display area. This gesture was soon embraced by numerous employees 

from various departments, keen to participate in the celebration. The shared enthusiasm concluded 

in a commemorative group photo, capturing a moment that reflects the plant's culture of daily 

cooperation, professionalism, and mutual support, all of which are integral to every tire produced in 

Lousado. 

“The 450 millionth tire is more than just a number. It reflects the journey we have all taken together 

here in Lousado: the dedication of our colleagues, the precision of our highly qualified engineers, 

the vision of those who lead, and the passion we all share to keep pushing forward,” said Pedro 

Carreira, Plant Manager Lousado. 

Continental’s Lousado tire plant is a major production site with an annual capacity of more than 

19.5 million passenger car and light truck (PLT) tires, while as well manufacturing off-the-road tires.  
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The facility serves as a benchmark for sustainable manufacturing, operating with CO₂, neutral 

steam generation, based on solar energy and electricity from renewable sources. It is also the 

production site of Continental’s most sustainable tire to date, the UltraContact NXT. The 450 

Millionth tire produced, the 325/40 R22 PremiumContact 6 MO, is an ultra-high-performance tire 

designed for Mercedes-Benz, symbolizes Lousado’s technological excellence and its commitment 

to high quality, future-ready mobility solutions. 

Lousado plant employs approximately 2,800 employees, and it is one of the largest employers in 

the region. Its passenger and light-truck tire production size ranges from 14 to 22-inch, including 

ContiSeal, ContiSilent and UHP tires. The product line-up for car tires includes almost all tire 

brands belonging to Continental’s Group. 

Continental is a leading tire manufacturer and industry specialist. Founded in 1871, the company generated 
sales of €39.7 billion in 2024 and currently employs around 95,000 people in 54 countries and markets.  

Tire solutions from the Tires group sector make mobility safer, smarter, and more sustainable. Its premium 
portfolio encompasses car, truck, bus, two-wheel, and specialty tires as well as smart solutions and services 
for fleets and tire retailers. Continental has been delivering top performance for more than 150 years and is 
one of the world’s largest tire manufacturers. In fiscal 2024, the Tires group sector generated sales 
of 13.9 billion euros. Continental's tire division employs more than 57,000 people worldwide and has 
19 production and 16 development sites. 
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Pictures/captures 

 

François Gérard, Head of Manufacturing PLT 

EMEA 

 

Pedro Carreira, plant manager of the 

Continetal tire plant in Lousado, Portugal. 

 
 

Picture of the signed tire 
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Lousado team of the Manufacturing PLT. 

 


